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Gesa Credit Union Donates $10,000 to PSD High Schools, $3,000 to Delta HS 
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Representatives from Gesa Credit Union handed out some pretty 

big checks at the Reach Museum on July 19. Gesa delivered do-

nations of $10,000 to Pasco School District and $3,000 to Delta 

High School for high school activities. 

The donations are part of Gesa's school-branded debit card pro-

gram where the district earns money for high school activities 

each time a cardholder swipes their Gesa VISA debit card. 

“Supporting the communities where our members live and work 

is a part of Gesa’s philosophy as a credit union, which includes 

strong support for financial education and community engage-

ment,” says Gesa Credit Union President and CEO Don Miller. 

“I am very proud of our members who have embraced these 

cards and have joined us in supporting positive school experi-

ences to enrich student learning.” 

Cards are available for Chiawana High School, Delta High 

School, New Horizons High School and Pasco High School. 

The co-branded debit cards are free to Gesa members with a 

checking account. If you're interested in getting a school-

branded debit card, just visit one of Gesa's many member ser-

vice centers in the Tri-Cities. 
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Deputy Superintendent Glenda Cloud (left) and 

Chiawana High School Assistant Principal Phil 

Koestner (right) celebrate a $10,000 donation 

from Gesa Credit Union. 

Delta High School Principal Jenny Rodriquez 

(center) celebrates Gesa’s $3,000 donation with 

Delta High School senior Tina Tran (left) and 

Delta High School work-based learning coordi-

nator Juli Weisgerber. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

PSD Hosts Special Education Summer Training 

While many of us were outside enjoying the sunshine, 

dozens of Pasco School District teachers spent some 

of their Summer break going through some intense 

training courses on special education. The District 

partnered with the Washington Education Association 

to host a Special 

Education 

Training Event 

at Ochoa Mid-

dle School on 

June 27-30. 

The teachers 

participated in 

several six-hour 

training ses-

sions over the 

four-day boot 

camp. The ses-

sions focused 

on topics in-

cluding effec-

tive instruction, 

behavior, autism, special education law, and Common 

Core State Standards. 

“It’s very intensive, it’s very interactive, and they’re 

getting a lot of great information that they can use to 

help serve those kids in the classroom,” says Molly 

Baasch, Special Population/Program Coordinator with 

the Washington Education Association. “They will 

leave here with some effective instructional strategies 

that they could use tomorrow if they needed.” 

Baasch says WEA typically holds these boot camps at 

a regional level, inviting teachers from several nearby 

school districts to participate. But after several con-

versations with 

Tracy Wilson, 

PSD’s Executive 

Director of Special 

Services, WEA de-

cided to partner 

with the District to 

offer this training 

opportunity primar-

ily to Pasco teach-

ers. Baasch says 

they were im-

pressed by the work 

ethic and the com-

mitment displayed 

by Pasco’s teachers. 

“Of all the training 

sessions we’ve 

done, each of my trainers has said this has got to be 

one of the greatest groups they’ve ever had,” Baasch 

added. “They participate well, they have a lot of great 

questions and they have a lot of great stories that 

they’re sharing with their colleagues. It’s been a won-

derful boot camp.” 

Pasco teachers discuss some of their experiences during the Special Educa-

tion Training Event at Ochoa Middle School June 27-30. The school district 

partnered with Washington Education Association to host the event. 

School Board Says Farewell to Student Representatives 

The Pasco School District Board of Directors honored the 2016-17  

Student Representatives at their meeting on June 27. 

The District presented gifts to Pasco High School senior Misty Lace 

and New Horizons High School senior Jesus Mendoza. Chiawana 

High School senior Evan Naef was also honored, but was not able to 

attend because he has already left to serve a two-year mission in Trini-

dad. 

A big “thank you” to these outstanding students who dedicated their 

time and energy to serving the district and its students this school year. 



3 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

Board Welcomes Three New Student Representatives 

The Pasco School District Board of 

Directors welcomes 2017-18 

School Board Student Representa-

tives Cristana Craig, Vanesa   

Quiroz, and Angel Rocha. 

Christana Craig is a junior at 

Chiawana High 

School. Her fami-

ly moved to the 

Mid-Columbia 

from the Seattle 

area in 2015. 

Christana has sev-

eral siblings, in-

cluding two older 

brothers, an older 

sister, and a 

younger brother 

and sister. 

Craig says she’s 

excited about her 

new role and the 

opportunity to be a 

voice for her fellow students. “I 

really enjoy talking with other stu-

dents and finding out what’s im-

portant to them,” Craig says. 

Christana was the sophomore class 

Vice President and competed with 

Chiawana’s Speech & Debate team. 

She has a 4.0 GPA and plans to be 

a valedictorian when she graduates. 

She’s also a Leadership student and 

enjoys participating in community 

service projects. 

Craig says she wants to become a 

pediatrician and is interested in at-

tending the University of Washing-

ton or Howard University in Wash-

ington, DC. 

Vanesa Quiroz is a senior at Pasco 

High School. Her family moved to 

Pasco when she was in 3rd grade 

and she’s attended Twain and Frost 

elementary schools, and Stevens 

Middle School. She has a brother 

and sister who also attend Pasco 

High, and another brother who is a 

student at Frost Elementary. 

Quiroz is a member of the PHS 

girls tennis team. She also partici-

pates in Key Club and is the vice 

president of the National Honor 

Society. 

Vanesa says she wanted to learn 

more about becoming a student  

representative after she helped lead 

the flag salute at a board meeting. 

“Mr. Lehrman encouraged us to 

look into it, so I did,” Quiroz says. 

“I’m a little nervous because it’s a 

little scary representing the whole 

student body, but I’m excited about 

the challenge.” 

Quiroz says college is definitely 

part of her future. She’s consider-

ing Boise State, Gonzaga, Eastern 

Washington and UW. 

Angel Rocha is a senior at New 

Horizons High School. Her family 

moved to Pasco from Santa Rosa, 

California when she was in 7th 

grade. She attended Stevens Middle 

School and Pasco High before 

moving over to New Horizons. She 

has a younger brother 

who will be a 6th grad-

er at Twain Elementary 

this fall. 

Angel says fellow New 

Horizons student and 

former student board 

rep Jesus Mendoza in-

spired her to learn 

more about becoming a 

student representative. 

“I talked with our prin-

cipal Mr. Johnson 

about it, and the next 

day every teacher on 

campus was asking me 

about it,” Rocha says. 

“It was pretty crazy.” 

Rocha says she’s excited about this 

new opportunity because education 

is very important to her. “I’m al-

ways talking about school. I like to 

learn and I feel like my education is 

my path toward a better life.” 

Rocha says she wants to pursue a 

career in social work as a counselor 

or therapist. Her dream would be to 

attend the University of Washing-

ton, but she plans to start at Colum-

bia Basin College first. 

Craig, Quiroz and Rocha were 

sworn in on July 26. They were se-

lected from a pool of 12 outstand-

ing candidates. 

New Student Board Representatives Christana Craig (left), Vanesa 

Quiroz (center) and Angel Rocha (right) were sworn in July 25. 
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

First Day of School for 2017-18 

Grades 1-7 & 9: August 29 

Grades 8 & 10-12: August 30 

 

Find the complete 2016-17 Calendar online at www.psd1.org/calendars 

http://www.psd1.org/calendars
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NEWS Positively Pasco 

PHS Bulldogs Represent at 4th of July Parade 

The Pasco High School Bulldogs were well represented at this year’s Grand 

Old 4th of July Parade in downtown Pasco. 

Dozens of Pasco High student-athletes donned their purple and white and par-

ticipated in the parade, while the PHS Dance Team captured the Sweepstakes 

Award from the judges. Great job Bulldogs! 

#PROUDofPASCO 

Chiawana FFA Advisor Attends CASE Institute at WSU 

Chiawana High School Agriscience teacher Renee 

Johnson attended an eight-day professional develop-

ment institute at WSU this summer that focused on the 

Curriculum for Agriculture Science Education (CASE) 

system. 

Johnson spent 65 hours working through nearly every 

lesson in the year-long curriculum. CASE helps teach-

ers elevate the student experience in the agriculture 

classroom, and helps prepare students for success in 

college and careers emphasizing science, technology, 

engineering and math. 

“CASE is an exciting, hands-on, student centered cur-

riculum,” Johnson says. “The activities the students en-

counter are interesting and fun, and connect them with the agriculture industry.” 

Chiawana High School FFA Advisor Renee Johnson 

was one of 22 teachers who attended the CASE Insti-

tute at WSU this summer. 



NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, reli-

gion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the 

presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and pro-

vides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may 

be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-

543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are avail-

able at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.  
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Bright Futures Ahead for Class of 2017 Summer Graduates 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

Congratulations to the Class of 2017 summer graduates! Chia-

wana High School and Pasco High School held their summer 

graduation ceremonies on July 7. New Horizons High School will 

hold their summer graduation ceremony in August. 

A total of 13 Chiawana seniors received their diplomas this sum-

mer, while 16 Pasco High students earned their diplomas during 

the summer session. 

Summer graduate Pedro Larios Casillas was the honored speak-

er at Chiawana’s summer graduation, while summer graduate      

Cassandra Andrade delivered the student address at Pasco 

High’s graduation ceremony. 

Congratulations to all of our Class of 2017 graduates! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank all of our PEAK! partners for supporting Pasco students during the 2016-17 school year. 

 We are very thankful for your partnerships and we look forward to working with you again in the coming school year. 

 
Class of 2017 

http://www.psd1.org
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Board Notes 7-25-17 
 
Reports/Discussions 

• Robin Hay and Susan Sparks provided the board an overview of the district’s recruitment strategy including the philosophy of 
values based hiring. They also highlighted the district’s mentoring program and the support provided through the Beginning 
Educator Support Team (BEST) grant. 

• Michelle Whitney shared with the board the rationale, baseline benchmark data and key actions associated with meeting the 
district’s Outrageous Outcome that 100% of all students are engaged in extracurricular activities. 

• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the annual work plan which is part of the Governing Culture Policies. 
 
Action Items 

• The board approved Resolution No. 936 for a November bond election that includes Elementary #16, Replace Stevens Middle 
School, Middle School #4, Elementary #17, safety improvements, bus maintenance bays, transportation facilities, land for fu-
ture school sites, building roof replacements, and required fees and costs.  

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Pasco High School Phase III Change Order No. 8; Approval of New Horizons High 
School Relocation Change Order No. 3; Approval of Washington Interscholastic Activities Association School Board Resolution 
and School Enrollment for the 2017-18 School year; Approval of Curriculum Recommendation for Advanced Placement Sciences. 

 

Board Notes 6-27-17 
 
Special Recognition 

• Shane Edinger recognized Student Board Representatives Misty Lace, Jesus Mendoza and Evan Naef for their service during 
the 2016-17 school year.  

 
Reports/Discussions 

• Glenda Cloud updated the board on the graduating class of 2017, which totaled 867 students, including 430 from Chiawana 
High School, 372 from Pasco High School, 34 from New Horizons High School and 31 from Delta High School. 

• Suzanne Hall provided the board an overview of the curriculum recommendations for Advanced Placement Chemistry, Biolo-
gy, Environmental Sciences, Physics and Biotechnology. 

• Michelle Whitney shared with the board the rationale, baseline benchmark data and key actions associated with meeting the 
district’s Outrageous Outcome that 100% of all 3rd graders will read on grade level in their language of instruction. 

• Michelle Whitney updated the board on proposed project costs for the November 2017 bond resolution that includes two ele-
mentary schools, two middle schools and other projects. 

 
Action Items 

• The board approved a request to instruct district staff to prepare a November bond resolution that includes Elementary #16, 
Replace Stevens Middle School, Middle School #4, Elementary #17, safety improvements, bus maintenance bays, transporta-
tion facilities, land for future school sites, building roof replacements, and required fees and costs.  

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of Pasco High School C-Wing Roof Replacement Project; Approval of Portables 2017 Site 
Work; Approval of Board Declaration of Surplus Property; Approval of Sidewalk Improvement Project; Approval of Curriculum 
Recommendation for Social Studies, Music and Technology; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Chiawana HS girls volley-
ball team camp at WSU in Pullman, WA; Chiawana HS wrestling team camp at Graham-Kapowsin High School in Graham, WA; 
Chiawana HS girls soccer team camp at EWU in Cheney, WA. 
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can view the 
schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: www.pasco-wa.gov/
psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco Schools. 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December and July). 

Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/domain/24. 

Upcoming Events: 
Aug. 8: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Aug. 22: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Aug. 29: First Day of School  

Sept. 4: Labor Day 


